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MAKING A SOCIAL MEDIA MASTERPIECE

Four Steps to Quality In-Home Video

You have something to say, and there is someone who needs to hear it.  Your smartphone is all you need to 
make a social media masterpiece, but there are a few simple rules you want to follow:

1. Frame it right.  With Popular apps like FaceTime and Snapchat many of us are used to keeping our 
cameras vertical. This is great for chatting with grandma but does not lend to a professional look.  
Likewise, it is difficult to edit.  Instead, simply turn your smartphone or tablet to the horizontal posi-
tion and let your Steven Spielberg take over.  Place yourself in the center-third of the frame for what 
the guys in Hollywood call a “3 button shot.”

2. Light like a pro.  Webcams, tablets, and smartphones have come a long way in terms of sharpness 
and resolution, but due to small sensor size and processor limitations they still require some attention 
when it comes to lighting.  But that’s easy.  Just add more light to your face.  It will reduce the amount 
of digital noise and bring out the true you!  A little external lighting will make your face look better 
by removing the shadows that often show when only using overhead or accent lighting.  And there 
are lots of inexpensive external lighting options available for your camera.  If you’re unable to purchase 
external lights you can always film facing a window or even placing ordinary lights in front of you.
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3. Consider your background.  Avoid shooting in front of windows during daylight hours.  Doing 
so will “blow out” the image, making you look blurry or hazy if you can be seen at all.  Make your 
background interesting but not distracting.  Think of those who interview on FOX News and CNN.  
Bookcases always look good, as do offices or rooms with a depth of field.  Find a background that 
has enough flair that the audience isn’t bored but that is not so busy that your viewers are unable to 
focus on your message.  In some cases, your background can help your message.  For example, if you’re 
a barber filming with your barbershop in the background it can help your audience have a frame of 
reference and focus on your message about your barbershop.

4. Speak up!  Don’t you hate those movies where you have to ask your date, “What did he say?”  Sound 
is paramount to an effective social media video.  Even if your video is perfect, your message will lose 
its impact if your audio is muddy or distracting.  It’s up to you to present your message with clarity 
and engagement.  This not only means that you should speak at a natural pace and focus on pronun-
ciation, but you need to capture the cleanest audio possible.  If you’re recording via webcam there is 
a wide array of affordable USB microphones that will make you sound like a pro.  If you’re recording 
on a cellphone or tablet there are inexpensive microphone options that can connect to your device via 
auxiliary input.  If your message is important to you, it’s worth spending a few dollars.

Now have fun.  Be natural.  Let your personality come through, and remember that, in the end, you are 
the message.

Most Cost Effective Lighting Solution

12’ Hanging Lantern Cord

White Paper Lantern 

USB Microphones

Blue Snowball iCE Condenser Microphone
Tonor USB Microphone

Lighting Accessories

Neewer 75” Light Stand
Neewer Mini Aluminum Light Stand  
(Ideal to use on top of a table or desk)

Affordable Options for Lighting and Sound

Yongnuo YN300 Air LED Camera Video Light

Neewer CN-216 216PCS LED 

Viltrox L116T RA CRI95 Super Slim LED Light 
Panel

Aux Input Microphones

Movo PM10 Deluxe Lavalier Clip-on Micro-
phone for Apple iPhone, iPad, iPod Touch and 
Android Smartphones

Professional Grade Lavalier Lapel Microphone 

https://www.amazon.com/Hanging-Lantern-Switch-Whirled-Planet/dp/B007RPRYF0/ref=sr_1_5?ie=UTF8&qid=1535517977&sr=8-5&keywords=china+ball+light
https://www.amazon.com/Beistle-54557-W-Assortment-Assorted-Lanterns/dp/B00S0JI4B0/ref=sr_1_6?ie=UTF8&qid=1535517977&sr=8-6&keywords=china+ball+light
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B014PYGTUQ/?coliid=I1PQZ2CZ712EYJ&colid=1DWQDW0ATV2YY&psc=0&ref_=lv_ov_lig_dp_it
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B078W61ZYP/?coliid=I250LX5ZA7ZW2K&colid=1DWQDW0ATV2YY&psc=0&ref_=lv_ov_lig_dp_it
https://www.amazon.com/Neewer-Photography-Relfectors-Softboxes-Backgrounds/dp/B00K69A0QY/ref=sr_1_4?ie=UTF8&qid=1535518236&sr=8-4&keywords=light+stand
https://www.amazon.com/Neewer-Photography-Relfectors-Softboxes-Backgrounds/dp/B00LGGVOL6/ref=sr_1_16?ie=UTF8&qid=1535518236&sr=8-16&keywords=light+stand&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/YONGNUO-YN300-Air-Temperature-3200K-5500K/dp/B0157PE1ZC/ref=sr_1_1?tag=tecbri-20&ie=UTF8&qid=1481036575&sr=8-1&keywords=YONGNUO+YN300+Air
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00FJ0RGD0/ref=oh_aui_search_detailpage?tag=tecbri-20&ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/VILTROX-L116T-3300K-5600K-temperature-Brightness/dp/B01KZLM3QC/ref=sr_1_1?tag=tecbri-20&ie=UTF8&qid=1481036408&sr=8-1&keywords=VILTROX+L116T+RA
https://www.amazon.com/VILTROX-L116T-3300K-5600K-temperature-Brightness/dp/B01KZLM3QC/ref=sr_1_1?tag=tecbri-20&ie=UTF8&qid=1481036408&sr=8-1&keywords=VILTROX+L116T+RA
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B00N0EPZU8/?coliid=I399XREJCKDI7R&colid=1DWQDW0ATV2YY&psc=0&ref_=lv_ov_lig_dp_it
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B00N0EPZU8/?coliid=I399XREJCKDI7R&colid=1DWQDW0ATV2YY&psc=0&ref_=lv_ov_lig_dp_it
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B00N0EPZU8/?coliid=I399XREJCKDI7R&colid=1DWQDW0ATV2YY&psc=0&ref_=lv_ov_lig_dp_it
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B01AG56HYQ/?coliid=I3THP8X9Q31AEJ&colid=1DWQDW0ATV2YY&psc=0&ref_=lv_ov_lig_dp_it

